the facial muscles were in violent spasmodic movement; the trunk and limbs were rigid and moved in violent tetanic-like spasms, but the trunk did not writhe or shift its position as in epilepsy Froth issued from the mouth, and the tongue was protruded; but from the absence of incisor teeth was not bitten; the pupils were dilated, and the conjunctivae congested. After the paroxysm, which lasted about three minutes, the temperature was found 102; pulse 98 and weak. There was hypersesthesia of the surface, and sprinkling with cold water appeared to induce the paroxysms. During the intervals between them she was comatose and breathing stertorously.
She had calomel ten grains, croton oil two drops, a turpentine enema, sinapisms to the calves, and a blister to the scalp. A sulphate of zinc emetic had been administered, but Autopsy.?Not much emaciated. Brain was marked with numerous blood points, and the membranes were highly vascular. The heart was healthy, as were also the lungs. The spleen and liver were both enlarged. But the greatest amount of disease was found in the mesenteric, glands and ileum. The former were much enlarged, and the latter for several feet of its lower end was occupied by numerous ulcers of an oval or ovoid shape, but they were so numerous that many had coaleseced, and the intestine was saved from penetration only by the peritoneal coat.
The smaller ones were limited to Peyer's patches, but the large ulcers had invaded the adjacent mucous membrane, and the bowel near the ccecum wore a ragged appearance.
The diet which I have omitted to record consisted mainly of milk, beef-tea, eggs, wine, and brandy.
This was a case which the most careful enquiry failed to trace to its origin in the man's own lines, but it is possible he contracted the disease in the lines of Her Majesty's 6th Regiment, in which numerous cases of enteric fever had occurred amongst a batch of recruits that had joined the regiment that year, and which had been detained some days in the Indus Camp at Meean Meer, where the well water was under interdict, as having been the cause of some cases of typhoid fever, which had occurred in the regiment quartered there. But I fear the camp bheesties paid little heed to the prohibition, and supplied the camp from the forbidden wells.
Gowalpara, 26th October 1874.
